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Dear Commissioner Henney:

1 am writing today to express my serious concerns over the unnecessarily costly and
imspmsible rules you have been mkcd to consider by the Center for Science in the Public
Intcrest relative to pasteurization of oysters and other shellfish.

Congress, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the Interstate Shellfish Smilation
Conference (LSSC) and the shelli~sh industry continue 10 recognize lhe risks associated with
Vibrj,o vulnifkus 10 certain high risk individuals when they consume raw molluscan shellfish.
The recent petition submitted 10 ltw FDA by the Center for Science in the Public lntercst
appears w be an effort to circumvent the established process for dealing with molluscrm
shellfish in this country. 1 am hopeful your agency will steer this effurl hack into the
appropriate forurn.

The ISSC has made commendable efforl.s rwcr the last few years to address this issue in
a fair and p~dC(iCc~ process. The adoption of the Interim Control Plan, and subsequent actions
by industry [o meet the guidelhws of the Plan, has improved the National Sh,elltish Stinitatjon
Program in a practical way. The industry in the Gulf has been willing to change its handling
prmlices to improve the quality of the product. We encourage efforts to get all businesses that
hamllc shellfish to understand the proper handling practices for shellfish, and the efforts to
develop additional methods to improve the quality of oyslers with the goal of reducing
illnesses.

Efforrs to impose more restrictive control measures for added consumer protection
which lack scientific basis would cause undue h~rrn to the shellfish imtustry, especial Iy in the
Gulf of Mexico. T tirmly believe mandating paslurizd treatment of raw shellfish is contrary
to the reasonable approach dm Conference has taken thus far.

1 conlinuc to suppml a brthinceci and prac[ical program of education, consumer
information, and research, and believe any policy adopted by the lSSC should be scientifically
based and include risk assessment principles. Itis my view that consumers should have a
chuic.e between treated oysters and fresh oysters. The small number of people who may bc at
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risk shnuldhee dthearnple health warnings availal~lcwllere fresh oysters are soklandassumc
their own level ofpersonalresponsi bil.ity.

Again, I strongly urge you 10 reject elTorts by the Center fur Science in the Public
Interest to mandate pasteurization of oysters and other molluscm shellfish. With kind regards,
i am

Member of Congress
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